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High Cliff State Park Vision Statements

The vision statements convey the reason(s) for which a state park was set aside as part 
of the Wisconsin state park and forest system. Grounded in an analysis of park
legislation and legislative history, vision statements also provide primary criteria against 
which the appropriateness of plan recommendations, operational decisions, and actions 
are tested —they provide the foundation for the park’s management and use.

 Conserve and protect the outstanding collection of scenic, scientific, biological,
historical, archeological, and cultural features and values along the Niagara 
Escarpment landscape.

 Provide recreational connections to the surrounding community

 Preserve the benefits of the mostly natural, undeveloped Lake Winnebago
shoreline for present and future generations.

High Cliff State Park Goals and Significance Statements

Goals and significance statements capture the essence of the park’s importance to 
Wisconsin’s natural and cultural heritage. Goals and significance statements do not 
inventory park resources; rather, they describe the park’s distinctiveness and why the 
area is important within its regional, national, and international contexts. The significance 
statements answer questions such as the following: Why are High Cliff State Parks
resources distinctive? What do they contribute to our natural or cultural heritage? 
Defining the Park’s goals and significance helps managers make decisions and focus 
their efforts on the protection of resources and enjoyment of those values that are 
directly related to the park’s purpose.

Goal: Fundamental Recreation

Significance Statement: The Park provides opportunities to experience and use the 
waters of Lake Winnebago in close harmony with connecting surrounding communities
to nature-based outdoor recreation experiences. 
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Goal: Ecological Management

Significance Statement: High Cliff State Park lies within the core of the Niagara 
Escarpment. This ecological significant resource provides diverse and important habitats 
to sustain native, rare, and endangered plants and animals. Taken together, these 
ecological communities provide a benchmark for Niagara Escarpment protection

Goal: Aesthetic and Natural Experience 

Significance Statement: The aesthetic vistas of High Cliff State Park provide new ways 
of perceiving the natural world with unobstructed vision.

Goal: Education and Interpretation

Significance Statement: High Cliff State Park offers interpretive and educational 
opportunities focusing upon natural and human history. These opportunities provide for a 
diverse story to be told at the park and the surrounding landscape.   

Goal: Cultural Resource Preservation 

Significance Statement: The Park contains a variety of recorded prehistoric and historic 
sites and structures that reflect a crossroads of the diverse uses which came to settle 
and develop these lands.


